Impact Factor. In addition to the luxury of being able to be more selective in paper publication, I must also give credit to the great work done by our editors and reviewers. They are the ones who carefully read and evaluate every manuscript submitted. In addition to recommending which papers should be accepted or rejected, they truly help turn water into wine. They carefully read and critique every submission and then provide the authors the tools for improving the quality of their manuscripts.
What is new for 2016? Obesity Surgery is proud to report two exciting events for the New Year. Firstly, we are making some changes to our Editorial Board. Several editors have fulfilled their terms and will retire from the Board. We owe them a debt of gratitude for their years of service on the Board and all of the great reviews they turned in. To fill the open positions on the Board, I have invited several of our most valued reviewers to become Editorial Board members, and I am pleased to report that they have all accepted my invitation. I am confident that the infusion of new blood on our Editorial Board will further elevate the quality of our journal.
The second new feature of Obesity Surgery is also very exciting. I have long been in awe of the many great surgeons who pioneered bariatric surgery and built the foundation for the specialty as we know it today. However, many members of our society are unaware of who these individuals are and how they contributed to the growth and maturation of bariatric surgery. With so many young clinicians entering the field, the knowledge of how we got to where we are today may be lost. Additionally, some of our greatest contributors are not recognized for their important contributions. I have therefore invited many of our leaders to briefly write their history and submit the biographies to me. I will include one biography every month at the beginning of each issue of Obesity Surgery. Sharing the stories of our Bsuperstars^will certainly add another degree of richness to the Journal. I hope that you find these brief biographies to be informative and illuminating.
So, friends and colleagues, welcome to 2016. I am confident that our journal will continue to grow and succeed in the coming year.
My family and I wish all of you and your loved ones a very Happy, Joyous, and Peaceful New Year.
Warmest regards, Scott A. Shikora, MD, FACS, FASMBS Editor-in-Chief Obesity Surgery
